
we will remain a community partner in delivering access to health,
economic security, social engagement, purpose, creativity, and mobility,
nutrition— all in a social and fun environment.

Our Board meeting is Monday, October 10th, and our Membership
meeting is that Wednesday the 12th at 11:30 am. The month ends with
our October 26th movie matinee of John Wayne’s “True Grit” at 2 pm.
Coffee Chit chat will be Friday, October 28th at 10 am. Lastly, I am
continuing to seek out seniors who would like a shift to an emailed
chatter as opposed to a mailed-out paper version. If you are please
email me at bburchett@matsuseniors.com

Brandi Burchett

occurring was another contributing factor to attendance. However, despite these things, fun,
laughter, and smiles were present. The support from those who attended acted as vendors and
volunteered overwhelmed my heart with appreciation. And… we still have T-shirts remaining for
sale if you would desire one.

Food insecurity surveys were sent out and I want to express my gratitude to those who
completed these. Suitable nutrition matters for older adults because it is the bedrock of a healthy
life, and yet, so many older adults go hungry or do not have access to healthy foods because those
foods are much more costly. Food insecurity hurts us all and so Mat-Su Senior Services seeks
innovative ways to ensure all its seniors can benefit from nutrition through our center. We seek to
be a provider of access to information, opportunities, and support to improve the lives of our
seniors. We continue to endeavor to be a trusted place in the community, that connects people
to the programs, services, and opportunities they need to age well. As we move forward
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A Message from Brandi...
Can you believe I’ve been here that long? It seems much longer in a good
way. When looking back over the past 6 months, I can say that I have learned
a great deal about our programs, services, and our seniors. Yet there is still
much to learn regarding our organization’s history, finances, and the
direction of our future regarding community partnerships.

We completed our first fundraiser the Healthy Aging walk and although I
hoped for more attendance, the previous predictions of rain prevented the
obstacle course, bouncy house, and competition with other local events from 

RESPECT | TRUST | INDEPENDENCE | SECURITY 
 COMPASSION | UNITY

CORE VALUES

6 months!!!



CONGREGATE MEALS: Monday - Friday, 11:30am - 12:30pm at the center
HOME DELIVERED MEALS: Call-in by 9am Monday-Friday to start or  make changes
ADULT DAY SERVICES: Monday - Friday, 7:30am - 4pm
CHORE & RESPITE & SUPPLEMENTAL SERVICES: Call Monday - Friday, 8am - 4pm
NOTARY SERVICE: Traveling notary available
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: Call Admin 745-5454
SENIOR HOUSING CHUGACH & COLONY ESTATES: Call 761-5001
FACILITY RENTAL & CATERING: Call 761-5006
TRANSPORTATION: Medical rides in the Palmer or Wasilla area, call 761-5050 one week in
advance

  CONGREGATE MEALS: $5
  HOME DELIVERED MEALS: $6.50
  TRANSPORTATION: $5 (Palmer, RT) 

Services available:

                         Voluntary donations accepted for all services. 
  
 Suggested donation amounts are:

                                      $8 (Wasilla, OW)

CORE PURPOSE
Seniors Quality of Life

CORE VALUES
Respect-Trust-Independence-Security

Compassion-Unity

DEPARTMENT MANAGERS
 

CEO..............................................Brandi Burchett
COO/HR.......................................Beth Westland
HR CONSULTANT..........................Kirk Henke
ACCOUNTING MANAGER......Anna Weiss
Transportation/Facilities.............Tim Pettit
Adult Day Services.....Christopher Koops
Chore/Respite Services........Lisa Mecham
Kitchen/Food Services.................Yossi Assis

Mat-Su Senior Services is an equal
opportunity employer and provider.

Mission Statement
 

MAT-SU SENIOR SERVICES' primary mission is to promote honor, dignity, security, and
independence for older Alaskans and to assist them in maintaining meaningful, quality lives.
Our clients include older Alaskans, individuals with Alzheimer's Disease or related disorders,
and anyone of any age on the Home and Community Based Medicaid Waiver Program.
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October, 2022

The beauty of falling leaves, amazing colorful changes in the landscape and early
morning crisp temperatures, remind us that we are facing the last months of 2022.
The year has not been without challenges, just like the many years before, but here
we are celebrating the ability to appreciate the services provided by our organization,
enjoying each other’s company, our new members and exciting plans for the future.

The first quarter of this fiscal year we have worked on bringing the vision of our
organization into sharper focus. We have taken steps towards accomplishing
previous set goals. The Board’s job is to plan for the future while ensuring our past
objectives are met. We are looking for your input regarding new programs or
reinstatement of some old favorites. Please reach out to the staff or the Board with
any ideas and consider volunteering to help make them happen.

Our staff, just like many other organizations, remains shorthanded and continues to
be heroes by showing up, digging in and getting the tasks at hand done. These are the
people who keep our center open so that our members and our community can enjoy
the benefits of the Palmer Senior Center. Please remember to thank them and then
thank them again for their service.

In addition to all of the year-end celebrations we have coming up, we also have a very
exciting and NEW fundraising event scheduled for November 5th.  Stay tuned for all
of the details. We will also have information regarding the transformation of the
facilities to help our members enjoy activities at the center.

Winter will not be quite as dark with lights on and shining at the Palmer Senior
Center. Those lights that are powered by our smiles and hugs, and acts of kindness
generated by the strong belief in our mission.

Warmly,

Linda A. Combs, Board President
 

A note from Linda...
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From the Gift ShopFrom the Gift ShopFrom the Gift Shop

Hours: Tuesday through Friday, 10am - 2pm
Questions? Call 907-761-5043

Alaska got lucky when Coyote Trail Farm and Fiber Mill came into existence. The brainchild of retiree Kate
Wattum of Fairbanks, the Mill is the only outlet in the state of Alaska for turning animal fiber into finished
yarn. The mill produces both undyed and intense dyed yarns. Formerly, those shearing sheep, alpacas,
llamas and the like, as well as those harvesting musk ox fiber (kivuit), were forced to spend hundreds of
dollars shipping their raw product “outside” for processing. The process was expensive with little control
or oversight. The Fairbanks Fiber Mill has changed all of that. With a local well run operation, farmers are
now producing much more Alaskan woolen yarn than in the past. Matsu Senior Center Gift Shop is proud to
announce that we have become the exclusive Anchorage area distributor for the mill’s exquisite yarns.
Much of the yarn is harvested right here in the valley from merino sheep. There is also a collection of qiviut
(musk ox yarn) sold in one and two ounce skeins in the gift shop. Both natural and dyed hues, as well as
blended qiviut yarns of several types are available. Qiviut, the downy soft under wool of the musk ox is
extraordinarily lightweight and is eight times warmer than woolen fiber. It is one of the finest natural fibers
known to man and is highly sought after. The gift shop collection of woolen yarns includes a wide color
palate from brilliant melon to deep indigo and many intervening shades. Its time to start some handmade
Christmas gifts. Come in and make your choices soon. 

Classy Glass Expressions has a long presence in the gift shop with fashion accessories that never fail to
please the discerning eye. This season, designer Vicki Randolph, has outdone herself with a rugged bear
claw neck piece with an ivory and exotic wood claw cap. The bear claw comes form the front paw of a very
large Kodiak brown bear. It was shot by Randolph’s father in the late ‘60’s on Afognak Island. Randolph’s
maternal ancestors were originally from a village on the island which was destroyed during the 1964
earthquake. The hunting expedition was memorable. After shooting and prepping one of the largest bears
he had ever brought down, Randolph senior and hunting partners returned to a camp completely
destroyed. A marauding bear not only decimated the camp, but destroyed the trophy bear hide dragging it
and burying it near camp. Only the head and paws of the giant Kodiak could be salvaged. Randolph’s father
had the head mounted, bookends made of the hind paws and the front claws became ashtrays. Following
her father’s death, Vicki Randolph had Anchorage artist Jason Levra extract and stabilize the claws from
the ashtrays. She then designed and made the necklace. According to Randolph, “I’ve always been
opposed to trophy hunting, so I see a great deal of what I call “poetic justice” in this story. The great bear’s
spirit lives on through his magnificent claws and through this story. This necklace honors the spirit of the
great Taquka’aq who once lived on a beautiful island called Afognak.” Vicki Randolph is a 6th generation
native Alaskan of the Aleutian people of Kodiak Island. 

Tees (long and short sleeved), sweatshirts and bomber hats from Rolling Boxcar are now available at the
gift shop. The organization celebrates the contributions of military personnel through the use of a highway-
adapted vintage C-119 known as the “Flying Boxcar.” The 60 foot aircraft fuselage, minus wings, is mounted
on a 40 foot bus chassis and will be used as a traveling Alaska military museum, performance venue and
mobile classroom when it is completed. Purchase of Rolling Boxcar memorabilia helps to support the
organization’s mission and ongoing activities, so pick up yours soon. 

Finally, don’t miss the collection of Rhonda Scott Alaska art cards that have just arrived in the gift shop.
According to Scott, a great day is one in which she has either dirt or paint on her hands. A life-long Alaskan,
Scott spent many happy hours of her life gardening, and began her art career at the age of fifty. She
produces a wide variety of iconic Alaskan art. At the gift shop there are cardinals in the snow, an upbeat
rendering of the Anchorage Visitor Center cabin and a variety of Alaskan mountain views. These blank
cards are perfect for sending to friends and family who live outside of Alaska or to frame and hang on your
walls. 

There's always something new at the gift shop, so visit us often. You’ll be glad you did! 



Calvin Sandlin
Albert Saulsbury
Katherine Sharp
June Shipman
Georgia Skoglund
Jack Snodgrass
Helen Stamper
Teresa Steeby
Debra Strickland
Michael Theurich
Shelley Tillett
Esther Titus
Eldon Tritch
Henry Van Horn
Inez Maria Wayne
Mark West
Clark Williams
Richard Winkelman
John Wolfe
Cheryl Young

Mary Inga
Lory Jimenez-Betts
Stanley Jones
Patsy Kaspar
Norma Kautz
Robert Kendall
Drusilla Kendrick
Susan Lewis
Richard Macy
Scott Manke
Sophia Mannhardt
Roger Marcum
Elaine Masters
Richard Mastriano
Beverly McCurdy
Linda McElmurry
Lucille McSorley
Linda Medsker
Alana Melin
Beryl Moses
Ruth Newman
MaryAnn Northey
James Nunes
Sara Ortner
Cecil Owens
Sarah Patterson
Maria Pedraza
William Prickett
Wanda Pullen
Nina Ramage
Beverly Reilly
Corinne Reintjes
Terry Richardson
Bev Roundy
James Rowland
Anthony Sakis

Adrian Abalara
Beth  Abalara
Verda Barrett
Martha  Barron
Diane Bent
George Blackett
Joe Bowers
Laura Brady
Linda Braun
Mario Cerami
Philip Chandler
Donald Clark
Sandra Coons
Linda Cordle
Garris Covington
Nancy Cox
Edna Cross
Cheryl Deland
Hebert Desacia
Diana Dowd
Cheryl Easley 
Michael Easley
Norma Erickson
Darryl Fish
Christine Fritz
Joyce Gislason
Susanne Granath
Carol Gustofson
Christopher Hagar
Mary Harris
Dorothea Harrison
Esther Hawkins
Ave Hemmer
Diane Holland
Lawrence Huey
James Hummer

Birthdays!



OCTOBER 
Our seniors (and volunteers) are amazing and we want to 

let everyone know how grateful we are for them. 
 

 

Solution 1 Solution 2

THANK YOU to super star volunteers
PHYLISS, DORA, GINGER, VERONA, JAMIE, SHELBY,

NEVAEK, AARON, JONATHAN 
AND members of our staff

NELS, DANIKA, NICK, MIKE, TIM, ANNA AND BETH!

This month we have SEVERAL shout outs!

“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself 

in the service of others.” 

 
 

— Mahatma Gandhi







Board Members!

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R

Linda Combs, Sue Welton, Russ Ingram, Elda McCraw,
Catherine Hall, Dora Wheeler, Ginger Sweeney, Merle Beeter

JOIN OUR TEAMJOIN OUR TEAM
COME BE ART OF SOMETHING GREAT!COME BE ART OF SOMETHING GREAT!

Now Hiring Volunteers Opportunities
Chore & Respite Worker
Kitchen Worker

All positions require a fingerprint background check, must be 18+ years of age
and have a valid ADL. Please email resume to COO, Beth Westland at

bethw@matsuseniors.com, apply on indeed, or come fill out an application in
person today! Call 907.745.5454 for more information.

Gift Shop 
Kitchen
Lunch Desk
Class Instructors (arts, exercise)
Membership Support 

For more information about volunteer
opportunities available, or to schedule your
volunteer orientation, please contact Lisa

Mecham at 907.761.5026 
ALL VOLUNTEERS MUST ATTEND

ORIENTATION.





1132 S. Chugach Street
Palmer, AK 99645

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Are you over 50?
If so, YOU can be a member! 

 
Our next Membership Meeting is

Wednesday, October 12th, 
at 11:30am.


